THE MERRETT MYSTERY
verdict against him solely because he was present in the room
when his mother received the wound of which she died.
Counsel would deal first with the evidence of Mrs. Sutherland,
next with the alleged statements of Mrs. Merrett, and then
with the medico-legal aspects of the case; and upon the whole
matter he would invite their verdict.
Having considered what he termed Mrs* Sutherland's
"revised version," counsel said he did not care which version
they accepted, because either was favourable to the accused.
Did- the Crown suggest that Merrett deliberately shot his
mother at a time when there was a maid in the house, when
the dining-room door was open, in a room into which the
maid could see, and which at any moment she might enter?
If impulse were suggested, that was a very dangerous theory
for the Crown; was it not equally probable that the mother
might in a moment of impulse take her own life? He attached
the utmost importance to the fall of books in the lobby, heard
by the maid, which shewed that the accused was engaged in his
work up to the very moment of the tragedy. The alternative
suggestion was that this was a device on the part of the accused;
if that were so, then he must be a consummate actor. After
dealing with the maid's statements to Inspector Fleming and
to Dr. Rosa, that she had seen her mistress shoot herself, he
said he never heard a more extravagant or monstrous pro-
position than to ask a verdict of guilty of murder where the
only witness said she actually saw the woman shoot herself.
Yet what the Lord Advocate said in effect was: "Fling over
an experienced officer of the police like Inspector Fleming,
fling over Detective-Sergeant Henderson, fling over Dr. Rosa,
and accept the revised version which Mrs. Sutherland now
gives us." It was proved by the two constables that the
pistol was found on the floor beside the body; yet Mrs.
Sutherland said it was lying on the bureau.
With regard to the statements of Mrs. Merrett, why should
an accused person be at the mercy of the recollection of wit-
nesses as to what was said ten and a half months after the
words were spoken? She had sustained a severe head injury,
she was suffering from shock, she was in great pain, she was
getting large doses of morphia, and she was paralysed on the
left side. And yet in the face of these facts the Crown doctors
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